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breeches, his leg, the wood of his saddle, and sunk deep into
the horse's flank.

Whether the English copied the longbow from the Welsh
or not, it is further clear that longbowmen could not of The
themselves win battles. They shook the Scots at Falkirk,
but, as we have seen, the cavalry took the credit of the vie-
tory; many thousands of archers were with Edward II at
Bannockburn, yet the battle was completely lost. Moreover,
even granting that archers were effective against the Scots,
they might not be equally good against the French. The
Scots fought on foot, mostly armed with spears or pikes,
but the French main strength lay in their mounted men-
at-arms, and since the battle of Hastings it had been a
universal belief in Europe that no infantry could stand
before a charge of this heavy-armed cavalry. It was not
enough to have archers ; the thing was to use them properly.

The development of the art of war which was to give
England such crushing victories in France, began in Scotland,
There, on the death of Robert Bruce (who was succeeded by

his five-year-old son, David II), Edward Balliol, a refugee in herlted
England, determined to make a bid for power. He put him-
self at the head of a band of nobles called the " Disinherited "
and set sail for Scotland. At DuppUn he met the Scottish
army. Balliol drew up his men in a formation of dismounted
men-at-arms in the centre with blocks of archers on the
wings. He won a complete victory and was actually crowned
King of Scotland by the English and his adherents. The
tactics which had given his handful of troops the victory
over eleven times their number are the forecast of those to
be employed by the English in the Hundred Years' War.
2. THE CAUSES OF THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR
In the relations between England and Scotland we find
throughout history, right up to the Union of the two Crowns, France
that France seized every opportunity to stir up trouble in Scotland
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